
Robert Irwin, “Way Out West”

Peder Lund is honoured to present an exhibition of new light works by the American West-Coast artist Robert Irwin (b. 
1928, Long Beach, California). On display are eight works, of which seven are being exhibited for the first time, and 
have come directly from the artist’s studio. The exhibition opens May 4, 2013 and will be on display until October 26, 
2013.

Robert Irwin has for the past six decades positioned himself as one of the world's most influential and central con-
temporary artists. Irwin started his career in the late 1950s, painting hand-held objects in dialogue with Abstract 
Expressionism. Unwilling to confine to what had already been done in the history of art he began experimenting with 
materials in the 1960s. Irwin threw himself into studies of philosophy and art history and theory, introducing works that 
intellectually explored the interaction between artwork and beholder, through site-specific installations. He became a 
legend on the West Coast art scene as he pioneered the L.A.-based “Light and Space” movement in the 1960s, under-
lining the contextual experience with art, and the artwork’s existence in the real world. Since 1975, Irwin has installed 
more than fifty site-conditional projects in rooms, gardens, parks, museums, and other various urban locations. His light 
installations confront the viewer to be in direct dialogue with the work in its particular environment, and with the physical 
environment directly, in the process breaking down the limits of the framed artwork. This theoretical introduction of the 
experience and perception of a work of art, is what Irwin has termed “conditional art,” a philosophical position he has 
explored both through installations and writing.

Irwin’s work is to be found in more than thirty public collections worldwide, most recently in the Albright-Knox Gallery, 
where his work Niagara was installed in 2012. The works on display at Peder Lund are in the same technique as 
Niagara. In 1998, Irwin made a site-specific installation especially for the Dia Art Foundation in New York (completed 
2003). He also assisted the museum with a master plan for the building and its outdoor spaces. Irwin designed the 
Central Garden at the J. Paul Getty Center in Los Angeles (completed 2005), and the Palm Garden at LACMA. These 
projects position him not just as a landscape designer, but a complex garden sculptor, where the artist’s “conditional” 
philosophy is brought to a complete perceptual meeting with landscape in the context of art museums. Irwin was one 
of the foundational artists shown in The Getty Center’s Pacific Standard Time exhibitions (2011-12), where the institu-
tion reviewed the L.A. art scene from 1945 to 1980. Irwin's works are also to be found in institutions including The Art 
Institute of Chicago; Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; The Cleveland Museum of Art; Dallas Museum of Art; Denver 
Art Museum; the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.; Indianapolis 
Museum of Art; Kolnischer Kunstverein, Cologne; Musée d'Art Contemporain, Lyon; Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville 
de Paris; Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid; Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; 
Philadelphia Museum of Art; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; 
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; and Whitney Museum of American Art, New York. His works will be on display at the 
Wiener Secession from July 5 to September 1, 2013. Irwin’s work has not been exhibited in Scandinavia since the solo 
exhibition Installation - Light to Solid at Louisiana Museum of Art, Humlebæk in 1982.

Irwin’s strong presence in these most prestigious institutions underlines his legendary status and pivotal role as one of 
the founders of the theoretical and formal bases of contemporary art.

Irwin was awarded a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship from 1976-77 and a National Endowment for the Arts’ Artist 
Grant in 1978. He was the first artist to be awarded the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Fellowship from 1984-89, 
and has received Honorary Doctorates from a number of universities and art institutes. He has lectured at distinguished 
institutions such as The Metropolitan Museum of Art and Harvard University. Irwin became an Elected Member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2007.

Exhibition period: May 4 until October 26, 2013. For more information: mail@pederlund.no / +47 2201 5555


